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Gamagori City

Gamagori City is located in the central part of
Honshu Island (Japan’s main island), in southeast Aichi
Prefecture, with a population of 82,000 and 56 square
kilometers in area. Gamagori sits on the scenic and peaceful
Mikawa Bay, and features the protected lands of the
Mikawa-wan Quasi-National Park.

Urasoe’s relationship with Gamagori City began
with the building of the Tower of Our Forefathers in 1962
within the remains of Urasoe Castle, a dedication to the spirits
of those who died in war. This relationship was in place for
approximately 20 years before the difficult period when
restrictions on travel were imposed on citizens prior to the
post-war reversion of Okinawa to Japanese administration,
and was conducted at the Friendship Cities Association
Signing Ceremony held at Gamagori Municipal Auditorium
on November 4th, 1981.

The two cities have been developing their
relationship officially for over 30 years now, and currently
enjoy a variety of exchange activities, including inter-city
sporting events, cultural exchanges, and the Tedako and
Gamagori Festivals.
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Quanzhou City

Located on the southeast coast of China's Fujian
Province, and across the sea from Taiwan, Quanzhou is
famous as an ancestral home of Taiwan's Han peoples and
the homeland of many overseas Chinese citizens.

Exchange between Quanzhou and Urasoe dates
back to the days of the Ryukyu Kingdom, when the king of
Satto paid tribute to China by sending envoys from Urasoe
to the Chinese port of Quanzhou.

That visit marks the official start of relations
between Urasoe (which was the Ryukyu Kingdom at that
time) and its Chinese neighbor.

Ryukyu (Okinawa) and China have enjoyed a
long history of exchanging since then. That relationship has
had a significant influence on the customs and habits of
Okinawa, resulting in the unique culture it boasts today.
Friendly relations between Urasoe and Quanzhou were
revived in 1981 when Urasoe sent a research group to
Quanzhou with the mission of traveling China’s historical
route of culture, economics and trade.

Following that, Urasoe and Quanzhou established
a friendship city relationship in 1988 that continues to this
day, with friendly exchange in culture, economy, arts, sports,
education and various other areas.

In October 2013, to commemorate the 25th
anniversary of this relationship, a friendly delegation from
Urasoe visited Quanzhou City.

Quanzhou City held a grand welcoming ceremony
and 25th anniversary ceremony, further consolidating the
relationship of trust and friendship between the two cities.
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