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My Family’ s Holiday Trip to the U.S.

My family and I decided to make a trip back home to Seattle
and Idaho to spend Christmas and New Years with both of our
families and introduce the baby to everyone. At the time of
writing this we're about halfway through our trip. It has been
very fun reuniting with everyone, but going on long trips with
small children can also be very stressful, especially getting
through airports! Every one of our flights were completely full,
with everyone going home for the holidays.

The flights were very long and tiring, going first from Naha
to Narita, then Narita to Dallas, then Dallas to Seattle. We first
arrived in Seattle where we met with and introduced the baby
to several of my close friends and relatives. On the day that we
arrived in Seattle, I was still wearing the shorts I was wearing
in Okinawa, and there was an extremely cold ice storm! We
celebrated Christmas at my family home, where we exchanged
gifts while gathered around the Christmas tree, sitting next to
our warm fireplace. Our children were happy to see their cousins
and relatives.

After a week in Seattle, we flew to Boise, Idaho where we met
with friends and family on my wife’s side. Idaho at times was
even colder, with a nighttime wind chill of -30 Fahrenheit! (-34
Celsius). My children were able to play in the snow with their
cousins, and we spent New Years Eve with the whole family, with
a very large dinner and a countdown. We also sang karaoke,
played board games, and watched movies and TV shows with
each other.

We had a lot of fun on our trip home and hope that next time
our friends and relatives will come visit us in Okinawal!
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