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Urashinchu Who Immigrated to Hawaii

Last year I attended the 7th Worldwide Urashinchu
Welcome Reception, which was held in Urasoe.
During this reception, I met many people who were
descended from Urashinchu who had immigrated
to Hawaii long ago. I learned that the first group of
immigrants, or “Issei”, moved to Hawaii in 1910, and
that they contributed to Okinawa’s recovery after
the war by sending clothing, livestock, and other
essentials over from Hawaii.

One of the people I met during that reception
makes frequent trips between Okinawa and Hawaii.
On a recent trip, they came to our office at Urasoe
City Hall and handed me a DVD containing many
photos and a video of old footage of many fun
looking Hawaii Urasoe Shijin Kai activities held in
1959. It contains scenes of musical performances,
dancing, and several group events similar to what
you would see at a Japanese school Sports Day being
attended by several generations of people, including
what looks like some Issei.

If you would like to see these photos and video,
please scan the below image. I hope you enjoy
learning Urashinchu history as much as I did!
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