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America Fest 2023 at Kadena Air Base

This spring my family and I attended America
Fest 2023, which was held at the Kadena Air Base.
The last time it was held was in 2014, so it has been
almost a decade. They have stated that the event is to
promote cultural diplomacy by opening the gates to
the public. Over the two days of the weekend event,
it is reported that around 70,000 people attended.
That number sounds right. I recall seeing thousands
of people there, mostly Japanese. It was great to see
many people having fun.

When we arrived there, we were also surprised
to learn that we would be parking right on the
base’s huge airstrip! While the event had many
things you'd expect like rides and festival food and
performances, the most interesting part was seeing
several civilian and US military aircraft, which you
could enter and look inside of. There was also a
large STEM activity building for kids, for them to
learn about the environment, check out and handle
various types of military equipment, and try some
science experiments.

The event was a lot of fun and we hope to be able
to attend again next year.
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