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Upper left: Urasoe Castle Site
Upper right: The King's Tomb "Urasoe Youdore" "Nāka Ujyo" 
(Restoration)
Middle left: Kumiodori "Nido Tekiuchi" Provided by National Theatre 
Okinawa 
Middle right: Tu'unda-bun tray with design of figures and landscape 
in haku-e (Urasoe Art Museum Collection)
Lower left: Iso Castle Site Provided by: Okinawa Prefectural Board of 
Education
Lower right: Stone paved road on Nakagamihō seikaidō Route
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On May 20, 2019, Story of Okinawa Prefecture (Naha City/Urasoe 
City), Ryukyu Cuisine, Awamori, and Performing Arts: Okinawan 
Traditions Passed Down from the Age of the Ryukyu Kingdom have 
been designated as Japan Heritage by the Agency for Cultural Affairs.

Urasoe is a historical area where the foundation of the Ryukyu 
Kingdom is said to have been laid. Located here are many historical 
heritage sites such as the remains of Urasoe Castle. In addition, 
Ryukyuan lacquerware items from the kingdom era are on display at 
the Urasoe Art Museum, and performances of the Ry ky an dance 
and Kumiodori are staged at the National Theater Okinawa, indicating 
that activities are being conducted to promote their dissemination, 
succession, preservation, and research. In Urasoe City, you can find 
various tangible and intangible cultural, historical and artistic assets.

There are 10 cultural properties in Urasoe City, 14 in Naha City, 
and 5 that are common to both cities that constitute Japan Heritage 
stories (as of October 2019).

For the locations of Japan Heritage cultural properties in Urasoe 
City, please view the “Cultural Property Map” on the previous page 
and related pages before visiting.

For more information on Japan Heritage, please visit the Japan 
Heritage Portal Site of the Agency for Cultural Affairs and the Urasoe 
City website.

Urasoe City
Iso Castle Site/Iso Takauhaka (Iso Royal Tomb)/Urasoe Castle 
Site/Makiminato Terabu Gama (cave)/
Urasoe Youdore/

Tu'unda-bun tray with design of figures and landscape in 
haku-e and 43 items (Ryukyu lacquerware)

Naha City

Garden/Site of Uchayaudun/Historic and historical sites 
around Kume Village/Historical sites around Naha Port/Stone 
Gate of the Kamitenpi-gu Shrine Site/Kumemura 600-year 

Urasoe City/Naha City
Dance/Kumi Odori

Ryūkyū Kōekikōzu Byōbu, 19th century, Urasoe Art Museum, City Designated Calturel assets

Urasoe City and Japan Heritage Cultural properties that constitute the Story

During the Battle of Okinawa in 1945, the hill where the castle was 
located was called Maeda Kochi (Known to U.S. Army as Hacksaw 
Ridge), but as it was used as a Japanese army fortification, fierce battles 
were fought and the remaining stone castle walls were lost. 
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10 minute walk from Monorail "Urasoe-Maeda Station"

Prefectural  Urasoe Park South
　Entrance  Administration Office
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15 minute walk from Monorail “Urasoe-Maeda Station”



26
22

21

11)

11)

11)

19)

25)

20)

8)

8)

6)

9)

36)

1413

(p. 11)(p. 8)(p. 8)(p. 36)

(p. 25)



E

W

N

S

   The ruins of Iso Castle (Iso Gusuku) served as the residence of     
King Eiso’s lineage, which prospered in the early days of Ryukyu. 
The site is referred to as “Iju Gusuku” by local residents. In some 
parts of the northeastern section of the hilly area, there are 

   “Amamiku,” also known as “Amamikiyo,” is a deity appearing in 
Ryukyuan creation mythology who is said to have created the 
Ryukyu Islands. In the mythology, it is said that Amamiku, who 
descended from the heavens, created 12 utaki (sacred places of 
worship), and this legend was passed on to be considered as the 
origin of the land of Ryukyu.
    Amamiku-nu-mui is a generic name for these utaki, and by 
2019, eight utaki were designated as national places of scenic 
beauty. These are the Nakijin Gusuku and Kuba-no-Utaki in 
Naki j in Vi l lage, Kudaka-no-Fubo Utaki ,  Sefa Utaki ,  and 
Tamagusuku Gusuku in Nanjo City, Bin-nu-Utaki in Naha City, 
Goeku Gusuku in Okinawa City, and Iso Gusuku in Urasoe City. 
More utaki are to be added sequentially in the future.

remains of castle walls that were built using two types of masonry 
techniques: ashlar masonry (cut or worked stones are used) and 
nozura-zumi (natural stones are used).
    As research excavation has not been conducted, the details are 
still unknown, however potteries of gusuku age and Chinese 
ceramics were discovered.
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Flagstaff Platform
   It is said that before World War 
II, there was a rock from where a 
panoramic view of the coast can 
be seen and on which a flagpole 
could be raised. The landscape 
spreading out below reminds us 
of the etymology of the word 
Urasoe, which stems from the 
word ura-osoi that takes the 
m e a n i n g  f r o m  t h e  p h r a s e  
"ura-ura wo osameru" = to rule 
throughout the realm.

Castle Walls
   On the north side below the 
approach to the shrine, there are 
r e m a i n s  o f  s t a c k e d  s t o n e  
masonry used to build the castle 
walls. It is said that there are two 
types of masonry techniques 
used here;  nozura-zumi and 
kiri-ishi-zumi and visitors can see 
a part of gusuku castle-building 
technology.

Temple of Iso Shrine 
(Eiso no Miya)
　 It  is said that through loans 
provided by the local community 
during the early Showa period, 10 
utak i  that  ex is ted wi th in  the  
gusuku until then were merged 
into a single utaki.

Shīsā-ya
(Shīsā house)
   This is a place of worship 
located at the southern end of 
the hilly area. Inside the small 
shrine are two shisa (guardian 
lions) that protect the village. 
Local residents in the Iso area 
call it “Shisa-ya .”

   This tomb was made from a cave in the middle of a cliff and the 
front of which was sealed with stone masonry. The entrance to the 
tomb is large and of an old style, and it is said that Esonoyononushi, 
the father of King Eiso and three Aji (local rulers) are entombed here. 
Urasoe Shell Mound is near the tomb and it is believed that this cave 
was used as a dwelling in ancient times.

   These are sites from the latter part to the end of the Jōmon Period, 
and pottery and stoneware dating to about 4,000 years ago have 
been excavated from here. In 
addition to the excavation of 
many kinds of pottery frequently 
found in the Amami Is lands,  
Ichiki-type pottery, which was 
mainly discovered in southern 
Kyūshū, was also discovered, 
showing a scene of exchange 
between Okinawa and Kyūshū.
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Refer "Urasoe Shell Mound" for Location and Access



Kyozuka Station

Urasoe-Maeda Station

5 minute walk from Monorail "Kyozuka Station"
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15 minute walk from Monorail "Urasoe-Maeda Station"
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Urasoe-Maeda
Station

3231

5 minute walk from Monorail "Urasoe-Maeda Station"



3433

5 minute walk from Monorail 
"Urasoe-Mada Station"



Urasoe City Rekishi Ni Fureru Yakata (Museum)

  Th is  i s  the fac i l i ty for stor ing
up relics are discovered by research
excavation and articles of everyday
use are contributed.
  It`s possib le to see rel ics in the 
wide period from Shell mound age
to Modern t imes in the exhibit ion
room.
  Further, the part of the shed can 
be also seen.

Location: 512-11 Minatogawa
TEL: 098-874-9601
Open: From 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
　    （Entry permitted until 4:30 p.m.）
Closed: Suterdays,Sundays and Holidays
　    Year-end and New Year`s Holidays
　    Okinawa Memorial Day
Admission Fee: Free
Access: Bus Route No.20,23,24,28,get off “Daiichi Makiminato”15 minute walk.

Okinawa
Electric Power
Company

Ivano Daiichi Makiminato

Land
transportation
office

Land
transportation
office

Camp Kinser

GinowanNaha Sakumoto

Coast
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   The National Theatre serves as the 
base where Okinawan performing 
arts are performed, successors are 
trained, and research and studies 
are conducted. Guests can not only 
enjoy performances, but can also 
visit the Material Exhibition Room 
(free of charge) and access books 
and recorded images (a  fee  is  
required for images).

   This art museum specializes 
in  lacquer  works,  hous ing 
lacquerware of  Japan and 
neighboring countries, with a 
m a i n  f o c u s  o n  R y ū k y ū a n  
lacquer ware collections from 
the 16th century to the present 
day. The Museum holds feature 
exhibitions of various themes 
and content in addition to its 
permanent exhibitions.

Permanent Exhibition Admission Fee
General: 200 yen, Age 65 and over: 160 yen　
College Students: 130 yen, High school students and younger: Free

Access: 15 minute walk from Monorail "Urasoe-Maeda Station"
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Open: 9:30am to 5pm (7pm on Fri)(Last admission is 30 min before close)



[Kajō Shell Mound]

Reiwa 2019
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Story of Okinawa Prefecture (Naha City, 
Urasoe City): “Ryukyu Cuisine, Awamori, and 
Performing Arts: Okinawan Traditions Passed 
Down from the Age of the Ryukyu Kingdom” 
designated as Japan Heritage. Cultural 
properties that constitute the story (14 in 
Naha City, 10 in Urasoe City, and 5 that are 
common to both cities)

Iso Gusuku designated as a national place of 
scenic beauty under the title 
“Amamiku-nu-mui”
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National Theatre Okinawa/Jiccyaku Shishimai
Nakanishi Shishimai/Usuku of Uganyama in Miyagi

Gajumaru of Uganju in Yafuso/Urasoe City Rekishi Ni Fureru Yakata (Museum)
Makiminato Terabu Gama (Cave)

National Theatre Okinawa/Jiccyaku Shishimai
Usuku of Uganyama in Miyagi/Iso Castle Site/Urasoe Shell Mound
Iso Takauhaka (Iso Royal Tomb)/Makiminato Terabu Gama (Cave)

Jiccyaku Shishimai/Uchima Shishimai/Uchima Bō
Ufu-Akagi in Uchima/ Tomb of Urasoe Udun/Tomb of Tamagusuku Chōkun

Urasoe Art Museum/Chijifuchā Cave Site
Futenma Sankei-Michi

Usuku of Uganyama in Miyagi/Gajumaru of Uganju in Yafuso/Urasoe Art Museum
Ahacha Feejā (Spring)/Urasoe Gusuku・Youdore Kan/Urasoe Castle Site

Places of Worship in Nakama/Tomb of Tamagusuku Chōkun/Maeda Bō
Nishihara Agarigā (Spring)/Nishihara Sentakugā (Spring)

Usuku of Uganyama in Miyagi/Gajumaru of Uganju in Yafuso/Urasoe Art Museum
Ahacha Feejā (Spring)/Urasoe Castle Site/Urasoe Gusuku・Youdore Kan

Futenma Sankei-Michi/Places of Worship in Nakama/Iso Castle Site
Urasoe Shell Mound/Iso Takauhaka (Iso Royal Tomb)/Makiminato Terabu Gama (Cave)

National Theatre Okinawa/Jiccyaku Shishimai
Nakanishi Shishimai/Usuku of Uganyama in Miyagi

Gajumaru of Uganju in Yafuso/Makiminato Terabu Gama (Cave)
Urasoe City Rekishi Ni Fureru Yakata (Museum)

Tomb of Urasoe Udun/Kyōzuka Monument
Nakagamihō Seikaldō/Ahacha Feejā (Spring)/Urasoe Art Museum

Urasoe Castle Site/Urasoe Gusuku・Youdore Kan
Places of Worship in Nakama

Tomb of Tamagusuku Chōkun
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