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Summer Vacation, Birthday Parties,
and Typhoon Khanun

Hello everyone! Did you make it through the hot summer

days? Did your children enjoy their summer breaks?
This summer, my daughter and I (who have birthdays on the
same week), were planning on having a fun summer birthday
party together. Unfortunately, all of our plans went down the
drain with the coming of Typhoon Khanun, which a few people
here have told me was the longest lasting typhoon they've ever
seen! Okinawa had strong winds and rain for a week!

There were many firsts for my family during this typhoon.
It was our first time seeing and hearing such strong winds and
rain, and our first time our power went out in Okinawa. Our
power actually went out twice during that week, each time for
about half a day. We actually heard that more than one third
of the homes in Okinawa had lost their power, and that it took
the repair workers longer than usual to get the power back
on due to the strong and long-lasting winds, which prevented
them from being able to go work outside.

Even though our power had gone out for such a long time,
we were able to ask a friend of ours who still had power to
keep our groceries in their fridge until ours came back, which
helped us out a lot.

Our family had two events planned on the week that the
typhoon came. A joint birthday party for my daughter and I,
and a family cruise to Tokashiki Island. I had even used my
three summer vacation days for that week! Even though our
plans were ruined by the typhoon, we were able to reschedule
our birthday party to be held later that weekend at our friend’s
house and had a lot of fun. We were also able to reschedule
our cruise to Tokashiki and are looking forward to it!

Even though this typhoon ruined our birthday party, which
my daughter was very sad about, it also turned out to become
a memory that we will likely never forget. I can look at it as a
growing experience and remind myself that it will be a great
story to tell to people during social situations and when I'm out
with friends!

I'look forward to the other experiences that await me during
my time in Okinawal

AERHEOMKEE—F

the cute presents! At Aharen Beach in Tokashiki Island
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