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My Family’s Christmas and New Years in Okinawa

This year, because my family did not go back to
the United States for the holidays, we celebrated
Christmas and New Years in Okinawa. For Christmas
we did the usual; putting up and decorating the tree,
listening to and singing Christmas songs, watching
Christmas movies, and opening Christmas presents
from under the tree on Christmas morning. We all
had a lot of fun and I think it was a very memorable
Christmas.

Also, for our first shrine visit of the year
(hatsumode), we decided to visit Futenma Shrine.
There was a very long line from the entrance that
had several food and game stands like you would
find at a festival, but thankfully the line moved
quickly, so we didn’t have to wait too long. We
threw money in and made our wishes, and bought
fortune slips (Omikuji). Mine was “Good luck” (&),
so I look forward to this year. We also ate Okinawa
soba and osechi new year’s food. Our family enjoys
participating in Japanese New Years traditions!
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