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Introduction to New Collection of 2019

Ayano Toyama (Urasoe Art Museum)

Since its opening, the Museum has expanded its collection of lacquerware through
purchases, donations and deposited items, and has introduced these works to the general
public through exhibitions. In 2019, through use of the Okinawa Development Promotion
Grant, the Museum purchased 7 Ryukyu lacquerware and Japanese lacquerware items:
<<black-lacquered maru bitsu (round container) with chrysanthemum flower, insect, and hemp
leaf pattern designs in chinkin “BRXEERMERALETAIE" >>, <<red-lacquered maru bitsu
with grapevine and hemp leaf pattern designs in chinkin “KREEMEZAEAE" >>, <<black-
lacquered round jikiro (food container) with camellia design in mitsudae and hakue "BFREX
BPeinBEANEBEE" >>, <<red-lacquered crested octagonal jikiro with peony and arabesque
designs “KREMANHABEERE/\AEE" >>, <red-lacquered lozenge-shaped tray with floral
arabesque design in raden “RFEEEBRHERA" >>, <<black-lacquered tray with cloud and
dragon designs in raden “RREREIRIMA" >>, and <<reddish-brown lacquered inro (pillbox)
with Daikokuten in raden “HZEXEXIZIMENE" >>. We also received the following donations:
lacquerware of the Ryukyu Kingdom Era <<tsuishitsu inro with arabesque design “BEEX# R
EN & " >> donated by Mr. Hiroyasu Kunishima, modern Okinawa lacquerware <<objet “ & #
£ (ungami)” >> donated by Mr. Kunio Maeda, the artist who created the lacquerware, and
modern Japanese lacquerware <<dry-lacquered bowl set “Jig (sen)” >> donated by Ms. Kiyomi
Okukubo, the artist who created the lacquerware. Here, we introduce 10 items in our new

collection of 2019.
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Report on the Restoration of Black-Lacquered Ryoshibako with
Landscape and Figures in Raden “EiRLIK AYIZHFEI RS

Tomohiro Onishi (LLC Onishi Lacquer Art Restoration Studio)
Hiroki Watanabe (Kyushu National Museum)

Ayano Toyama (Urasoe Art Museum)

Restoration of the black-lacquered ryoshibako with landscape and figures in raden “Z&LL
KAYIZEHHLAEFE" was performed in a preservation/restoration project for 2019 at the Urasoe
Art Museum. A ryoshibako “#l4EF8" is a stationery box in which ryoshi (Japanese calligraphy
paper, etc.) is stored. In Ryukyu, ryoshibako was fabricated in ink stone box suites and used
as articles for presentation, etc., to the Tokugawa shogun family and daimyo family and, in the
Ryukyu Kingdom, these items were used as furnishings by royalty and families of the samurai
class.

In restoring the present work, repair was performed in accordance with a cultural property
repair policy and scientific analysis was performed to the extent possible. This time, by
conducting an X-ray CT examination in advance, it was found that the original raden remained
under the repaired foundation applied to the futakazura (lid) portion, therefore removal was
performed.

For the present bulletin, Ayano Toyama (Urasoe Art Museum) prepared a summary
description of the work and conducted a study regarding the area of its fabrication, etc.,
Tomohiro Onishi (LLC Onishi Lacquer Art Restoration Studio) prepared a report on the
preservation/restoration, and Hiroki Watanabe (Kyushu National Museum) prepared a report

on structural examination by X-ray CT.
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