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I would like to say a few words on this occasion of the publishing of "Visual History
of Urasoe Emigration Part 1: International Emigration Urashinchus Launching Out into
the World"

The Urasoe Migrant History Compilation Publication project was started in 2007
as a seven year plan to record and pass on to future generations the valuable histories of the
uchinanchu immigrants who left their home in search of work abroad. This project was
published using previous overseas research as a guide, making it a truly extraordinary
resource. What's more, the fact that it was published this year when the 5th Worldwide
Uchinanchu Festival is taking place is very significant. It is my belief that this was a factor
in its expeditious completion.

It would give me no greater pleasure than for people to read this publication,
keeping in mind the brave pioneers who crossed the ocean to follow their dreams, and
cherishing the uchinanchu spirit that thanks to them now fills every corner of the world.
This project is an invaluable public asset that will not only allow those who wish to use it to
learn from the past, but also to discover the present, and to create a more meaningful
future.

It is my hope that Urasoe citizens will take advantage of this opportunity to gain an
original international perspective and use it to help carve out a new enthusiastic generation
full of energy for what lays ahead of them.

In conclusion, I would like to thank everyone who helped make this project
possible, and I look forward to seeing the fruits of your labors enjoyed by all. Thank you.
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