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People Who Migrate : What is an Emigrant?
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A person who holds a passport and relocates to foreign country is called an
emigrant. Emigration from Japan began in 1868 when travel to other countries was
liberalized. Full-scale emigration commenced in 1885, and since then, Japanese have taken
off for regions and countries around the world.

Prior to World War II, Japanese emigrated to Hawaii and the United States
mainland, as well as Peru, Brazil and Argentina in South America, Mexico in Central
America, the Philippines and Singapore in Southeast Asia, the Pacific region, and Thursday
Island in Australia. There were also people who emigrated to Taiwan, Korea, Inner
Mongolia, and the former region known as Manchuria on the continent of China. Coming
into the 1920s, many people made the voyage to the former South Sea Island regions (what
is currently the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Republic of Palau,
Federated States of Micronesia, and Republic of the Marshall Islands).

Next, let's take a look at emigration from Okinawa Prefecture. In the year 1868,
Okinawa Prefecture needed to revise its old land, tax and other systems to adapt them to
the new Japanese institutions. For this reason, emigration from Okinawa started
approximately 30 years later than other prefectures, beginning in 1899. In the first decade
of the 19th century when emigration from Okinawa Prefecture had just been instituted,
most people were emigrating to Hawaii, followed by the US mainland, Philippines,
Mexico, New Caledonia, and then Peru and Brazil in South America. After 1920,
emigration to South America and the Philippines in particular increased, and there were
also people emigrating to Southeast Asia. When we look at the figures for this period, there
is a remarkably large amount of travel to Hawaii, Philippines, Brazil, Peru, Argentina and
the former South Sea Islands. Prior to World War II, Okinawa Prefecture had the second
highest number of emigrants in Japan after Hiroshima Prefecture, and was known as the
emigration prefecture.

When the second World War ended, people who had emigrated to Southeast Asia,

China and other former colonies were forcibly returned. This led to a rapid increase in the
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population of Okinawa. Moreover, much of the land was annexed for US military bases,
plunging people into an impoverished state. So, people who had emigrated from Okinawa
to South America, mainly those living in Brazil and Argentina, before the war summoned
their relatives and acquaintances to come over and join them. Beginning in 1954,
Okinawan people crossed the ocean in response to a variety of recruitment campaigns,
including planned emigration to Bolivia. Okinawa Prefecture is also said to have the largest
number of people to emigrate after the war, and, just as before the war, it has been called
the emigration prefecture.

Also, it was common for second generation immigrants born outside of Japan to
receive their education in Okinawa or Japan, the birthplace of their parents, and then
return to live overseas. Because they held Japanese citizenship, many Japanese were able to
emigrate to the United States or Canada.

After the war, emigration aided by the Japanese government was limited to the
regions of North, Central and South America. At the present time, there have been no new
emigrants. However, the descendants of those who first emigrated have been carrying on
the emigrants' history and culture for more than 100 years. They have advanced and are
actively involved in their respective lands.

This is how people emigrated from Okinawa and Japan to a variety of countries and
regions. Now, let's take a look at what kind of lives the Uchinanchu (people from Okinawa)

and Urashinchu (people from Urasoe) emigrants have had.
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Out of Urasoe, Searching for a New World
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Emigration from Urasoe to other
countries started with a move to Hawaii in
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Sea Islands and other such regions.

After the war, people mainly
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emigrated to South America in response to

relatives' calls to relocate or various

recruiting campaigns. —
BEE?2 WERHO/IIKR—L (19195F)
Passport belonging to Anrin Uchima
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Stock certificate issued by Okinawa Plantation Co, Inc.
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