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Preface

" Visual History of Urasoe Emigration Part 1" introduced the story of the people
who migrated to Hawaii, the mainland United States, Brazil, Argentina, Peru, and
Bolivia, etc. In this book, we will look at the lives of the people who migrated to the
Asia-Pacific region and the Japanese mainland and were repatriated after World War 1II,
and the people who came to live in Urasoe from other regions.

Before the war, many people migrated from Okinawa and Urasoe to the Japanese
mainland or Taiwan, Manchuria, Korea, Sakhalin, and the South Sea Islands (Nanyo)
that were controlled by Japan in search of land and work. Some people even migrated
to the Philippines, Singapore, or Indonesia in South-East Asia for which passport was
required. These people cultivated the land they acquired, built houses, and sent the
money they earned through work back to their hometowns.

However, their peaceful lives were utterly transformed by the Asia-Pacific War
which started with the Manchurian Incident in 1931. The people were forced from the
houses and land they had acquired, or they lost their lives. Upon Japan's defeat in 1945,
Japan lost all its controlled territories, and the surviving Japanese were repatriated to
Japan.

What awaited the repatriated people were hometowns that had been burned to
nothing in the Battle of Okinawa. In Urasoe, 99.2% of houses had been destroyed by fire
and 44.6% of the people had died.

Although they had lost so much, the people boldly got to their feet and made a
dramatic restoration. Roads and U.S. military bases were constructed, and stores and
businesses grew in number. Many people came from all over Okinawa to the vibrant
city of Urasoe in search of places to work and residential land. On the other hand, some
people migrated to Yaeyama or South American countries because U.S. forces had seized
their land or they were seeking extensive agricultural land, or they left to find work on
the Japanese mainland.

This booklet has focused on two people flows: Urashinchus who migrated from
Urasoe to overseas territories and the interior before the war, and Urashinchus who
migrated to Urasoe from inside and outside the prefecture after the war. The following

introduces the experiences of these people under the themes of migration, livelihoods,

war, withdrawal, and the post-war situation.
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