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Urashinchu Who Crossed Over to Hawaii
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Nine people in 1904 were the first to move from Urasoe to Hawaii. After that,
many people took passage across the sea, but all emigration from Japan to the United States
was stopped in 1924, and even emigration to Hawaii, which had become a territory of the
United States, declined considerably. Urashinchu worked in factories or on sugarcane and
pineapple plantations. After the war, there were people who emigrated either because they
were sent for by relatives or through marriage to someone involved with the US military,

but the numbers never again reached the prewar levels.

EHS5 REFBEDOSVFRYIR
Farm laborer’s lunchbox
BEE4 19065 [CEM L /ZERERD
REDRAL
Wood shipping tag belonging to
Seita Tsuha who journeyed
overseas in 1906

BEE6 NTJADEXREANICEDND
1 BB RS FERL S,
19655 #2817,
Memorial monument erected at
Jikoen in Hawaii
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Life in Hawaii Before the War and During World War 11
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DEAEWELE, HPNBE. ASRBRELVASEE., ABZBIENTL
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BET AUDTABNESIELEEAAF
DRIk
Family of Kameko Higa who
moved to Hawaii before the war
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The first generation Okinawan emigrants who moved to Hawaii worked on
sugarcane plantations and performed other kinds of manual labor. They experienced great
difficulties, but demonstrated their industry, honesty, perseverance, and solidarity, and were
able to climb the ranks of Hawaiian society.

During the war, Japanese were considered enemy aliens, but many of the second
generation in Hawaii volunteered to fight on the front lines in Europe. Second generation
Urashinchu were among this group. There were also some who served as interpreter-soldiers
during the Battle of Okinawa. While making a great sacrifice, they contributed to restoring

the social position of Japanese people, who had been racially discriminated against.

e .
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PHonorable Discharge

Ghs &5 G cordy -

i‘}‘l\ EIMIONT UXCMI ASY¥ 30113406

F115TH SERVICE TaEiT, HILITARY : !

APC 331
Avmy of the Hnited States

6 Meroly Flonoraldty Deichasged from Yo mlilery
pre e @/l‘:ﬁ'e Dssatoct %ﬁu %f’ onereie

Gies corbiffeate & awardee as a Lslononcad off Flonsid’
M%Wﬁf{g’mémﬂwméy

Boiion wl cvzinin, munns s, A0 331

W THIFTTITH N4Y OF DRCEMATR, MINETATH HUNDRSD AND FORTE SIX =

5 8 '719""7/4 TEE@*EK?—B%%Ei

Certificate of Honorable Discharge of
Kenichi Uechi

il Dl

EE 9 = 100?([5%HJJD19 e 71 H 3&)&7“ 15
Ethic Japanese who joined the 100th
Infantry Battalion
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Life in Hawaii After the War

|m
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There were also calls for assistance put forth by Nisei soldiers who had witnessed the
enormous damage to their homeland due to the fighting in Okinawa. After the war,
emigrants sent essential commodities, school supplies and even livestock as well as provided
other types of aid. These activities made the bond between Hawaiian immigrants and their
homeland of Okinawa much stronger.

Even as times changed, emigrants' attachment to Okinawan customs and culture
was strong, and sanshin, taiko, koto and other cultural traditions have been enthusiastically

carried on by the younger generations.

BE10 K/IVIHICEDEHEAA
BROFER
Memorial monument
erected on Honolulu
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Newspaper article introducing the first military bride after the war

£ (1955%)
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BE12 R/I)IIIFHOBEE

Diploma from a Japanese-language school in Honolulu
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US Mainland
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Beginning with the one person from Urasoe who made the voyage to the United
States mainland in 1919, the number of emigrants before the war totaled six. However,
because wages were high in the US mainland, there were also many emigrants who
relocated there from Hawaii. In addition to agriculture, people also found employment in
restaurants, hotels and other urban occupations. After the war, people summoned by their
relatives and some women who
married men associated with the US
military moved to settle in various

parts of the United States.

BEE13 1905F(CBRLI-ABRED
K& (1933%)
Family of Anchin Uchima who
emigrated in 1905

b ﬁ&ia&ﬁa

_"tﬂoi.ﬂl Z+-9 1

- WA AR
BEE14 LXK BRERTFROELSER (19665F)
Picture of a Okinawa arts preservation association in the U.S.
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Canada
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Urashinchu emigration to Canada comprised two people in 1907 on the initial
voyage prior to the war and eventually totaled three. One of those who crossed over first
worked on construction of the railway. Of the emigrants to Canada after the war, there were
many who found work as landscape gardeners or in other urban occupations as well as
agriculture and fisheries. After World War II, a total of 102 people emigrated from

Okinawa to Canada. One of these was an Urashinchu.
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Mexico
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Emigration from Okinawa to Mexico took place for the first time when people
crossed over to work in the coal mines in 1904. In Mexico, in addition to coal mining,
emigrants worked mainly on sugarcane plantations, but not a few of these relocated or
illegally entered the US mainland where wages were higher.

Prior to the war, there were eight people from Urasoe who emigrated in 1906 and
one more the following year for a total of nine. After the war, emigrants from Okinawa

numbered 12, but none of these were Urashinchu.

21

HRMBES



HRICPIT =0 e
oY —VFa

T TI3IVIWNESFRIISI—VFa
Urashinchu Who Moved to Brazil
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Emigration from Urasoe to Brazil started with 81 people in 1917. They worked on
coffee plantations and in other jobs, but migrated from area to area cultivating fields to
improve their lives and income. Gradually, the number of people increased who grew
vegetables or were involved in other agriculture in the suburban areas as well as those who
obtained work in commerce and service industries in
cities. The total number of Urashinchu emigrants to

Brazil was 238 before the war and 369 after the war.
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BEE15 BHAEEGASHORRS —
Poster of the Sociedade de
Desenvolvimento Internacional

GEER WaaT
(ALS5Timirem

BEE17 BHAEEKASTT DIV E
Brazilian branch of the Sociedade
de Desenvolvimento Internacional

Poster of the Sociedade de
Desenvolvimento Internacional

23

HRMBES



HRITPIL = e
oY —-VFa

Life in Brazil and During World War 11
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During the Pacific War, Japanese immigrants were regarded as enemy aliens, and
restrictions were placed on Japanese-language education, gatherings, movement and other
liberties. They were forced into difficult lives.

After the war, the defeat of Japan led emigrants to consider permanently residing in
Brazil and they devoted themselves to their children’s education. Meanwhile, controversy arose
as the Japanese there split amongst themselves in to a winning faction and a losing faction
depending on how they viewed the end of the war in regard to Japan. Many of the Okinawan

emigrants sided with the winning faction.
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BEE19 J—E—DU#E Coffee harvesting scene

EE20 #ETHTEMIZT A flower field

BH21 2 M RADRERICEDT S DN
AARABRIOBF M (19985F)
Memorial in Santos park to
commemorate 90 years of Japanese
immigration
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Life in Brazil After World War 11
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BEH22 /8 OHRD/NXTRFEY
Selling pastes

BE23 NRRATR, APHHRIZLE W3
WAEEBAD>DTWD,

Pastes stuffed with meat,

vegetables and a variety of fillings
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Emigration from Okinawa to Brazil after the war started with five people in 1949,
and eventually this figure reached a staggering 9,494 people who made the long voyage.
Initially, they worked as contract farmers, but more and more moved on in search of other
arable land, or they relied on relatives or acquaintances and moved to the city. On average,
these emigrants changed occupations and settlements five or six times. There were many

people who sold flowers, pastes, vegetables or other items in the market as well as those who

owned sewing and cleaning businesses.

BEE24 TAAXALIREDER
MBAURT 52 )V iHig
BRIOOBAFRIKRE
(2008%F)

Open-air stalls selling
tempura and other
foods at a festival

A .
BH25 N0 OMD7TZ2IVHBREARE
Building of the Okinawa Association of Brazil
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Urashinchu Who Moved to Argentina
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# Cultivating flowers
outside of Buenos Aires

BE28 7INEXFUIELD S —2Fa (20085)
Urashinchus living in Argentina

Argentina is located on the other side of the world from Japan. Before the war, the
voyage would take roughly 50 days by ship. It seems to have required considerable
determination to emigrate there. Group emigration from Japan to Argentina started with
the relocation of some emigrants to Brazil in 1908. That group included some Okinawans.
Urashinchu emigration to Argentina amounted to four people before the war with the first
one making the trip in 1931. After the war, there seems to have been 16 people who made

the passage.
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Life in Argentina

SHOTILTYFUIE, BELUEEEETLE, BBTT) 271 LRH
CHE<ASKEHVAN. TLA—9—HdY, TFHEE>TOELE,
ZOED. N2FHHAEETUELE,

ESEDEREEFNTILEYF o, SEOBRE FEENICASDED
BUELE, —HEENSEELEBIANBROBEARSN, MELEOT
BETEEE LR, LEVCHHATARE CERES Ra%). BHDNTE
B RREEE ST L SICRYE L.

ARADRHTE, WBBEL. #alE50%Ll E. #EIET0%L EZ S6HT
NET, SPEBRODHIC L BEBDEE A ESANBIEN, BALEES
5. RE-BE- T(— - EFASOBLORESNTOET, PILEY
FUOHSY—YF AR HOTEEEHESHL ERBEE > TOELEN

RECERNNMERZZRBAL OEEIL TWET,

BE29 JI/ARATAVARMTOU—=
VUEERETDRE (F)

Couple managing a Laundromat

BEE30 JI/AT7AVRHTOU—=
VORERET HKRIF (K)

Couple managing a Laundromat
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Argentina before the war had high wages and a high standard of living, and there
was a big difference economically compared with Japan at the time. Occupations for
Japanese emigrants were limited, though. In the initial stage, emigrants worked at ports and
factories. Gradually, they moved into the cleaning business and dye industry in urban areas,
or cultivated flowers and vegetables in the suburbs. Okinawan immigrants accounted for
over 50% of the ethnic Japanese population before the war and more than 70% after. Even
today, folk songs, dancing, Eisa, karate and other aspects of Okinawa culture are being

handed down.

BE31 70> F - NUTDOEFXMA
Vegetable field in Florencio Varela

etk

EH32 55EETEMEIFF— L F 1BEDY — M—ILAS (19985)

Gateball match for Okinawan immigrants held at Uruma Park
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Urashinchu Who Moved to Peru
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Of the countries in South America, it was Peru where emigrants from Okinawa first
settled. Emigrants to Peru, who first arrived in 1906, cultivated cotton and sugarcane as
tenant farmers. Eventually, they would lease their own farmland and grow cotton as well as
potatoes and other vegetables. Many of these emigrants moved to the capital Lima or
regional cities, and started general stores, clothing shops, barber shops, restaurants or other
kinds of businesses.

Prewar emigration from Urasoe to Peru totaled 180 people. The number of
emigrants from Okinawa after the war was very small and there is no record of anyone from

Urasoe making the trip. However, there is a record of two people originally from Urasoe

resettling in Peru from neighboring Bolivia.

EE33 UTDNE hvAE
Callao Port
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Picture of a Japanese Trade Association gathering in Callao
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Life in Peru
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BE35 NI —HEEOFRMIASDEELY (19614F)

Gathering of the Urasoe Village Association members residing in Peru
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After the war, life also became mor stable, and first generation emigrants to Peru put
a high priority on their children's education. The result was the emergence of physicians,
attorneys, engineers and other professionals from the ranks of the second and third
generation Okinawan immigrants.

Of those who traveled from Urasoe to Peru, there are some people who were very
successful. Throughout the prewar and postwar periods, many Urashinchus have

contributed to Peruvian society.

BE36 ~JL—BHECEE - HRRATRDAL (2009%)

Emigrants from Urasoe living in Peru

FHE38 FORMEF
The Hideyo Noguchi School
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Children of the Hideyo Noguchi | i :
School operated by second generation
immigrants from Urasoe B
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Urashinchu Who Moved to Bolivia
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Emigration from Okinawa to Bolivia is thought to have started with the relocation
of people who had originally emigrated to Peru then moving on to Bolivia prior to the war.

After the war, a campaign arose to send for people from Okinawa who were
suffering due to the destruction of World War II. The Government of the Ryukyu Islands
also approved of this program, and planned emigration to Bolivia was carried out. In 1954,
people who had moved to Bolivia started to develop the Uruma plantation, but 15 of them
died of fever. So, the pioneers left the Uruma plantation in August 1955, and went on to
establish the first Colonia Okinawa in August 1957. Later, the number two Colonia was
founded in 1959, and the third Colonia in 1961. From Urasoe, 43 people relocated there
to live.

Colonia Okinawa was pioneered by 3,231 people over a period of 10 years. In the
beginning, rice, corn and beans were grown, and before long, hogs, chickens and cattle were
added to the production along with cotton. The acreage per house in Colonia Okinawa
expanded from the initial 50ha to 250~300ha. Now, in addition to wheat, sugarcane and

other commodity cultivation, the Colonia also had mechanized agriculture operations.

BE39 F1AFFTT7HBEHD
AO®DF (2009%)

Gate to Colonia
Okinawa Number One
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Life in Bolivia
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Planned emigration to Bolivia for over 3,000 people by the Government of the
Ryukyu Islands sent people to live in the number one, two or three Colonia Okinawa.
However, approximately 80% have left the settlements due to various reasons. Currently,
about 1,000 people make their living in Colonia Okinawa. The main settlement is the
number one Colonia Okinawa where there is a public office, school, clinic, church, history
museum, gateball field, ballpark, Okinawa-Bolivia Association and the Bolivia Okinawa
Kenjinkai. In 1998, the village of Okinawa was established with a population of 12,000 to
form a new municipality incorporating 14 communities surrounding Colonia Okinawa.

Currently, there are over 10,000 Japanese immigrants living in Bolivia, and 60
percent of those are Okinawan. There are few Urashinchu in Bolivia with two families

residing in Colonia Okinawa and two more in Santa Cruz, Bolivia.
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