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Migration - Countries and regions to which Urashinchus migrated
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From the end of the 19th century to the beginning of the 20th century, Japan
successively incorporated various places in Asia and the Pacific under its rule, such as
Taiwan, Korea, the South Sea Islands (Nanyo) and Manchuria. From 1920, there were
increasing numbers of people migrating to these territories for which no passport or
other procedures were required. From records of returnees who came back to Urasoe
after World War 1I, the areas of habitation of prewar emigrants and the occupations of
the heads of households in the Asia-Pacific region were pieced together.

There were about 398 households accounting for 1,077 Urashinchus living in
the Asia-Pacific region in around 1945. The South Sea Islands were home to the largest
number with 241 households accounting for 685 people, followed by the Philippines
with 218 people, Manchuria with 123 people, and Taiwan with 135 people. Urashinchus
were also living in China and Korea, though the numbers were small. Settlements
from which particularly high numbers of Urashinchus emigrated were Gusukuma, Iso,
Nishihara, Miyagi, and Nakama.

The occupations of the heads of the households are characterized by the region
to which the Urashinchus emigrated. In the South Sea Islands, the most common
occupation among heads of households was agricultural worker, followed by industrial
worker. This situation is explained by the fact that many Urashinchus on Saipan and
Tinian Island worked in sugar cane farming and sugar factories. Apart from agriculture,
Urashinchus were also employed in the mining industry, such as in aluminum mines on
Palau Island and in phosphoric ore mines on Peleliu Island and Rota. In the Philippines
and Manchuria, the agricultural employment rate was over 90%. In the Philippines,
many Urashinchus were engaged in cultivation of abaca, which was a raw material of
Manila hemp that was produced in Davao. In Manchuria, Urashinchus worked together
as a member of the Seiun Development Corps reclaiming farm land. In contrast, the
occupation of many Urashinchus who went to colonial settlements in Taiwan and Korea

was civil servant and they played a role in helping Japan's colonial administration.
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An Upland in Makiminato. Those who migrated overseas or left to work on Japanese mainlamd
were farewelled from this upland.
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Taiwan - Heading toa Jaeanized colony
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For about 50 years from 1894 to 1945, Taiwan became a colony of Japan. As
Taiwan became more Japanized, Japanese came to be used everywhere.

Migration from Okinawa to Taiwan increased from the 1930s, and in 1940 there
were about 15,000 Okinawans living in Taiwan. They went there not only to find jobs:
the liberal atmosphere of the cities were attractive spots.

A woman currently living in Uchima was born in Tainan City, where she says
there was a road known as Ginza Road which was lined with large department stores,

tea shops and bakeries, and stalls would open near the canal at night and would be

bustling with people.

FEH?2
BEICT, 1931 FtEH#RE.

Familiy photo in Taiwan
(about 1931)

FEHE3 BrmOiRinay
Nishikimachi Road in Tainan city
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Manchuria - Deearting ﬁor an extremely cold land
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Before the war, Japanese people referred to northeastern China centering
on present-day Liaoning province, Jilin province, and Heilongjiang province as
"Manchuria." About 3,000 people migrated from Okinawa to Manchuria, either recruited
by the Manchuria and Mongolia Development Corps or Youth Volunteer Army or as
brides to men on the continent.

The village of Urasoe together with the two villages of Makabe and Chinen
formed the Seiun Development Corps in Sunjatun in Longjiang province (present-
day Heilongjiang province). An advance party departed Okinawa in November 1942,
and once preparations had been made to receive immigrants, Okinawans emigrated
to Manchuria in four mass migrations between March 1943 and December 1944. The

Development Corps included many people from Takushi, Nishihara, Nakanishi, and

Miyagi.
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~ Hajime Irei (front row, third from left)

'~ encouraged Okinawan residents to migrate
to develop agriculture in Manchuria.
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In front of the headquarters
of the Seiun Development
Corps
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Philieeines-in hoee ﬁor a better liﬁe
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From the 1920s onward, many Urashinchus who struggled to make a living
owing to the effects of the nationwide economic slump emigrated to the Philippines in
hope for a better life. Many of these emigrants to the Philippines came from the villages
of Miyagi, Iso, and Makiminato.

In 1928, there were 87 Urashinchu households living in Davao and engaged
in abaca cultivation on farmland in Bago and Lasang. At first, they worked as hired
labor, but several Urashinchus used the money they saved from such labor to clear
uncultivated territory and became independent owners of an area of over 10 hectares

known as "Asayama", i.e. abaca farmland.
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South Sea Islands‘Nanzoz - Migration to nearby islands
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64 % of the people who migrated from Urasoe to the Asia-Pacific region settled
in the South Sea Islands, which were a mandated territory of Japan. It seems many
emigrants who left Urasoe came from Gusukuma, Iso, Nakama, and Nishihara.

Since the South Sea Islands had a tropical climate similar to Okinawa's and
without passport was required in order to go there, they were an accessible region to the
Urashinchus. It seems that in around 1940, people from Okinawa accounted for more
than half the population of Japanese people in the South Sea Islands.

With relatives of migrants also joining them, many migrants from Okinawa lived

together.

¢
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Coming ashore at a port on Saipan

BEE7
YANXVE SIS/ VB2 TE
North Garapan Town,Saipan
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The Jaeanese mainland- Sent ofz_‘ with the words "Send money first before letters!"
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Full-fledged migration of groups of workers to the Japanese mainland started in
the 1920s.

As a consequence of the First World War which broke out in Europe in 1914,
Japan's exports suddenly expanded, leading to a booming economy, and in particular
industrial areas competed to secure workers. However, in Okinawa the nosedive in the
price of sugar, which was Okinawa's core industry, was accompanied by consecutive
natural disasters such as typhoons and the worst cold wave for 60 years. Okinawa was at
the bottom of a recession.

Against this social backdrop, migration of workers to the Japanese mainland
gained momentum. Most migrants were young female laborers who worked in the
thread manufacturing and spinning industries in Osaka, Kanagawa, and Shizuoka, etc.
Migrant workers from Okinawa were sent off with the words "Send money first before
letters!" They worked in unfavorable work environments with low wages and long

working hours.

&3 RRBlcHDPRIEEEHRE HEESE (1926F8AKIRE)

NR3 % L4 5t N3 5 54 5

X B 4709 3,824 8533 W 30 272 302
8 =)l 1,013 1,832 2,845 BRES 167 17 284
] 115 1,121 1,236 E B 125 82 207
R R 722 324 1,046 R 81 47 128
g [ 833 207 1,040 IR 81 15 96
A0 3] W 217 609 826 %% B 21 73 94
= B 49 593 642 T 43 10 53
g B 274 187 461 = B 17 11 28
g X 106 335 441 W O 17 4 21
) 40 400 440 it 8 & 11 0 11
L 5 60 302 362 Z D1t 26 21 47
K &8 35 299 334 & 5 8173 10033 18206

FhiBIEs] 78 KRiR6 BR (19745F) KR 34 ~63XR—2%28H & (TR,

AAmERE 21



