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What is a “Migrant Worker”?
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VOCE CONHECE 0 AKACHAN STATION (ESTACAO DO BEBE)?
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Akachan slabon. ¢ uma instalagdo onde € oferccido
gratuitamente, MNocal para amamentasdo), Mocal para froca de
fraldas) e fagua quonte para ¢ leite). O adesio 3o 1ado, serd

nas lages dos Akachan Station registrados para
poger ser 190 Imedistamente. Para a busca das
Instafaches registradas, faver utitzer o codige OR abaixo.
Ainda, na melnua estio & procurs de lojas & instalagbes que
e disp a $2 camo Akachan Slation
Pormenores, no setor Shu-sh ka Taisaku da Provingia (TEL 058

- 272 - BOT7) ou visite a homepage.
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| Gifu-ken akachan station I %
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“AMIGO,” a newsletter in Portuguese published by the Ogaki City
Office in Gifu Prefecture
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Beginning in the mid-1980s, following the economic slump in countries in South
America, a phenomenon known in Japanese as “dekasegi” or “migrant worker” started to
appear, in which first and second generation Japanese immigrants in South America came
to Japan to work. With the revision of Japan's Immigration Control Act in 1990, the
number of migrant workers increased dramatically as second and third generation Japanese
descendants in South America and their families were permitted to work in Japan.
Currently, over 300,000 ethnic Japanese and their families from Brazil are supporting
Japanese industry. They have settled down to live in Japan owing to their children growing
up here. However, during the global recession following the Lehman shock in 2008, many

lost their jobs and homes and have reluctantly moved to other cities or returned home.
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Store carrying imported
goods and foods in Hamamatsu
City, Shizuoka Prefecture
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Portuguese fliers posted on
a bulletin board outside of a
store
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“Okinawan Culture” Cherished Across the Seas
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In countries and regions where emigrants have settled, the culture of the homeland
Okinawa is considered important, and one can see Eisa, Ryukyu dance, karate and so on at
gatherings of local Kenjinkai branches. Okinawan cuisine is enjoyed, and Okinawa Soba
has been registered as a municipal cultural heritage in Campo Grande, Brazil.

Just as in Japan, gateball, ground golf, baseball and karaoke also are flourishing. The
tradition of “moai” has been carried out since before the war and is used as an opportunity

for fellow emigrants to get together or for participants to gather funds to build a house or

start a business.
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Okinawa soba in Brazil
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Sanshin that reached Argentina
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Eisa performed during
a parade commemorating
100 years of immigration
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Ryukyu dances performed e
during a parade commemorating e

100 years of immigration
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karate performed during a
parade commemorating 100 years
of immigration
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In Hawaii, Brazil, Argentina, Peru, Bolivia and other countries, Okinawa Kenjinkai
or other organizations formed by people from the homeland, such as municipal
associations, have been established, fostering exchange with Okinawa Prefecture and various
municipalities.

There are even local city associations corresponding with Urasoe City in each

country, and bonds among fellow members are h

reinforced through new year's parties, senior
citizen's clubs, sports days, and other such events

and forums.
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Activities put on by the Peru-
Urasoe Friendship Association
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Parade commemoratmg 100 years of immigration in Brazﬂ
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Parade commemoratmg 100 years of 1mm1grat10n 1n Brazil
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Parade commemorating 100 years of immigration in Argentina
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Okinawa Prefecture sponsored the first Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival in 1990 to
strengthen ties of friendship and exchange between Uchinanchus on the home island and
among Uchinanchus active overseas. Later, the second festival was held in 1995 and the
third in 2001. With each passing festival, the number of attendees has increased, reaching
4,393 Uchinanchus from abroad who attended the fourth festival in 2006 to enjoy Ryukyu
classical dance and musicals, and interact in karate, gateball and soccer events. Elementary,
junior and high school students at schools in the prefecture have learned about
Uchinanchus living overseas through junior study tours and other activities.
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The 4th World Urashinchu
Festival Welcome Reception
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In conjunction with the Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival, Urasoe City has held the

World Urashinchu Welcome Reception to foster better mutual understanding and exchange

through networking events and tours of historic sites.
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People gathered at the 4th World Urachinchu Festival
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People gathered at the 4th World Urachinchu Festival
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Toward the Future Together
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2007 trainees performing a tea
ceremony
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Urasoe started a program in 1988 to receive the children of South American
emigrants. This program welcomes the descendants of Urashinchu, who emigrated to
South American, to Okinawa where they work as trainees. The trainees study Japanese and
traditional Okinawan culture, interact with citizens, and enrich their understanding of
Okinawa and Japan. After they return to their home countries, they play a central role in
municipal association activities, and support and drive exchange between Urasoe City and
areas where emigrants have settled.

Today more than 100 years after the first emigrants made the voyage abroad,
emigration has shifted to the younger generation. By having the descendants of emigrants
exposed to the culture of their homeland Okinawa and allowing us to learn about the
history and culture which emigrants have handed down, we will become better acquainted

with each other and be able to walk hand in hand into the future.
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