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Livelihoods- Jobs and lives of the Urashinchus
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Occupations
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About 84% of the people who left Urasoe for the Asia-Pacific region migrated to
the Philippines and the South Sea Islands. About 80% of these people were engaged in
agriculture and cultivated sugar cane and hemp.

In contrast, those who went to Manchuria cleared the wasteland as members
of the Development Corps while braving the harsh cold. Many of those who went to
Taiwan lived in cities and worked as civil servants, teachers, or factory workers, etc.

On the Japanese mainland, many people found work through group recruitment,

and the main workplaces were spinning factories, coal mines, and steel mills, etc.

BHE8 MFEREMKASHET =7 EEmR FEH9 MEZBIETVSEKF (Z14VEY)
The Nanyo Kohatsu's Tinian sugar mill Drying hemp

EH 10 BBEHMATICHICRESNICEEREN BEE1T NSAHREASDOEFY
Government-General of Taiwan A gathering of the Palau Okinawan
People’s Association
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[C@)<  Working together with Taiwanese people
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People who migrated to Taiwan lived in cities such as Taipei and Keelung and
in factories or shipbuilding

became civil servants, police officers, teachers or company employees, or they worked

One man from Gusukuma migrated to Taiwan soon after graduating from
Okinawa's First Prefectural High School (present-day Shuri High School) and entered

Taichung Normal School (a teacher training school). He became a teacher and taught
Japanese to local children at Changbin National School in Taitung

A man from Amami Oshima in Kagoshima Prefecture who is currently living in
Miyagi, Urasoe City migrated to Taiwan at 16 years of age and worked as a server on

the Taiwan Railways. He later studied at the Taiwan Railways Evening Middle School
passed his exams, and got a regular job in the Taiwan Railways

AARTBRSE
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FE 13 AENRBMXERHKEH
Ministry of Railways, Department of Transportation, Government-General of Taiwan

EE 14

BEOERFRHUEL (Bh52
FEBEDOLAMDRBERTEEDL)
Elementary school teachers in
Taiwan (the woman second from
the right lives in Ahacha)
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@D IEDIEIAIBORY  Development of expansive rich ground
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After Manchukuo was founded in 1932, the number of people departing as
employees of The South Manchuria Railway Co., Ltd. railroad workers, teachers, or
civil servants etc., grew.

The Seiun Development Corps which was formed in 1942 departed in search of
vast farmland. The Development Corps worked hard from early morning to sundown
to extend farmland, and the first fall after their migration to Manchuria they harvested a
large yield of wheat, corn, sorghum, and potatoes. The next year, warehouses, schools,
clinics, and barns, etc., were built one after the other. Babies were also born there,

bringing the population of the Development Corps to more than 500 in 1945.
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The village where the Seiun
Development Corps lived.
Local people still live there.
(1998)
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@9 / \7" D7) \D;ﬁi‘% Abaca cultivation in Davao
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Many people migrated from Okinawa to Davao on Mindanao Island in the
Philippines. Some settled as croppers on farmland managed by local Manila hemp
companies, and some leased land from local landowners and managed it themselves.

On farmland such as the Lasang farmland and Bacaca farmland, several tens of
families each built a house and lived there. The immigrants sent some of the money they
earned from selling Manila hemp to their families etc., in Okinawa.

At first, the land reclamation was hard, but once abaca cultivation got going, life
settled down. A woman who was born on the Bacaca farmland at Davao and now lives
in Kyozuka in Urasoe City recollects: "Our house was a two-story house built on stilts,
and when it rained in the upper reaches of the river, the ground would flood. It was a big
job to move and care for the livestock (pigs and chickens). The fields were planted with
corn, dry-ground rice, potatoes, eggplant, gourd, and soybeans, etc., so there was no

shortage of staple food."
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Removing the fibers from the
bark of the abaca using a portable
stripping machine (hagotan)
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@BEDIVEEE KD T In search of well-paid work
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Most people (67%) who migrated from Urasoe to the South Sea Islands worked
in the farming industry, with other areas of occupation being the manufacturing industry
(15%), commerce (5%) and the mining industry (4%). Many Urashinchus lived on
Saipan and Tinian Island and worked on sugarcane farms or sugar factories owned by
the Nanyo Kohatsu. Some people made a living on cultivating vegetables.

There were some people who shipped pumpkins from Saipan to the Japanese
mainland, and people who drifted from one job to the another (weeding pineapple fields
on Palau Island, working as a plasterer, transporting earth and sand, or teaching in a
public school, etc.) in search for high wages. Some people even moved from one island
to another seeking for a better life.

In the South Sea Islands, there were hometown associations and youth

associations whose members helped each another.
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Shipment of sugar
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Loading cut sugar cane onto
an oxcart
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A gathering of the
youth wing on Tinian
Island (the youth
second from the left
in the back was from
Urasoe)
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ORESHEHSBITIBE T Fromlarge companies to family-run businesses
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Before the war, Okinawan people working on the Japanese mainland either
applied for work in groups or sought work individually. When they applied for work in
groups, the women would work in the spinning factory of a major company and the men
would work in a coal mine, steel mill or ironworks, or a sawmill, etc.

Among those who left Okinawa on their own and sought a place of employment,
some took a company entrance exam and obtained work in a major company, but most
Okinawans worked in small factories making matches, sweets, toothbrushes, paper
boxes, or soap, etc. Some people started stores for selling Awamori (a kind of alcohol)
etc., sold tempura or set up oden stalls. There were also cases of men from Kowan

working as rickshaw men (equivalent to a taxi driver in modern times) in Tokyo.
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BE 2
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A man from Kowan
pulling a rickshaw in
Tokyo
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BEE 22 HREBEHEETEHIAVE (FIDODH(ESBFEOXME2 NINEES D)
People who worked in a thread factory (two women wearing aprons in the middle row were
from Kowan)
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Daily life
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The children of Urashinchus who migrated from Okinawa to the Asia-Pacific
region or outside the prefecture in search of new land did not have much time to play
because they were busy helping their parents. However, they did find time to run around
in the hills and fields and to play in the river. School was also a time when they were
free from having to help their parents.

The children mainly adhered to Okinawan language and customs at home and
the language and customs of the Japanese mainland at school, etc. While they were

aware of the differences in culture, experiences varied depending on the region.
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BHE 23 RETEI=ZvIZ&LUIZBDOESIRE (RIRE)
A picnic with the family (Pohnpei Island)

BEE 25
AOAMOBARNNERE 1 EEELFES (T1UED)
School play at the first graduation ceremony of Iroiro
Japanese Elementary School (Philippines)

BEE24 INER4A-SFEDITRAA—LE ITF8)
With classmates in Grades 4 and 5 (Palau
Island)
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OB TR TSNER  Town separated by the port
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At Keelung City in the north of Taiwan, the settlement of Japanese people and
the settlement of Taiwanese people were separated by the port, and the children went to
different schools, the Japanese children attending elementary school and the Taiwanese
children attending a public school. However, some Urashinchus recall attending the
elementary school for Japanese children in the daytime and then playing with the
Taiwanese children after school, as well as buying Taiwanese sweets at street stalls and
eating them.

In addition, when people fled to the countryside of Taiwan to escape from the
air raids during the war, the children ran about the hills together regardless of whether
they were Okinawan, Japanese, or Taiwanese, and ate the bananas and longan that were

abundant there.
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Scenery around Keelung Port

FEE27
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DRIZHERE o7,

Keelung Theater. At the
time, it was the only theater
facility. (around 1930)

FEH 28 1908 &, BitmICBTONLAEMS. REIULERELTERSN TS (2012 5F),
A public market built in Taipei City in 1908. It is currently used as cultural facilities. (2012)
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@FH LU DL Y Founding new villages
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The Manchurian Colonization Corporation was founded with the aim of
creating new villages in Manchuria to support the lives of the Development Corps. It
forcibly confiscated Chinese and Korean people's land and houses and supplied farming
equipment, crop seeds and commodities to the Development Corps.

The children of the Seiun Development Corps lived in houses supplied by the
Manchurian Colonization Corporation, kept the cold at bay with heavy winter clothing,
and wrapped themselves in blankets to sleep. They attended the Seiun Development
Corps School which was made of brick, ate their fill of crops grown in the fields, and
had a large area to run around in.

Chinese people were sometimes invited to marriage ceremonies or to New Year
celebrations. Similarly, the children played with and were good friends with Chinese

children.
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Familiy photo in Manchuria. There was
no warm clothing for children, so the
children are wearing adults' clothing.

EE 30
RREBOEEDEL A
D<SYDZR (1998 5)
House made of mud
bricks (1998)

BEE 31 FERBENESLTUOAS (1998 )
The village where the Seiun Development Corps lived. (1998)
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@BREWEVIRIC  Using nature as a playground
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Men who migrated alone to Davao on Mindanao Island in the Philippines and
found jobs relating to Manila hemp turned their attention to getting married once they
were settled in their new lives, either sending to Okinawa for a bride or marrying a
Philippine woman.

The children ran around in the large fields. The fields were surrounded by
jungle where crocodiles and snakes lived, and sometimes the children would chase out
monkeys that came into the fields. The children played surrounded by nature.

Okinawan and Japanese children attended schools run by Japanese Associations.
Lessons and conversations with classmates were conducted in Japanese. There were also

English-language classes given by Americans.
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BEE 32 /NEELEOKGEN
Elementary schoolchildren playing in water

™y

EE 34
HIBHEEDAELIZS Y i,
RERINFTFHEPEZRDONT
% (201 F),

Farmland in Lasang (2011)
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@RZDIZYRZ T A love of learning
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In the South Sea Islands, there were Awamori breweries, Okinawan soba noodle
shops, and restaurants run by Okinawans. On Saipan and Tinian Island, there were even
theater halls for Okinawan plays. On the other hand, there were many immigrants from
other prefectures, and some families adopted a Japanese lifestyle.

There were public schools and specialist schools for Japanese people to attend.
A man currently living in Jitchaku used to live in Nut village on Pohnpei Island and
travelled by boat to Pohnpei Jinjo Elementary School in Kolonia. Two-thirds of the class
were Okinawans. He says the lessons were at a more advanced level than at the schools

in Okinawa.
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BH35

INERDIFERER (HA/XV8)
Students of Saipan Elementary School
(Saipan Island)

BEH 36

INER B FEDETHDORF (N5HE)
Closing ceremony for grade 5 elementary
students (Palau Island)

F BEHE37

L NEREFEDEE (BA/UB)

= Gymnastics class of Pohnpei Elementary
School (Saipan Island)
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Many people from Gusukuma lived in Noe, Joto-ku, Osaka. Where Okinawans
gathered, they lived in the same way as they did in Okinawa: there was pork dish on the
dining table, adults drank Awamori, and there was music and dance unique to Okinawa.
Children attending school on the Japanese mainland soon learned the common language
and used each language as appropriate: at school they used the common language, and
at home they conversed in Okinawan dialect. In their school lives, they made friends
regardless of their hometowns and played in the street and in vacant lots that were still
to be found here and there. Boys in the lower grades would use wood offcuts to play

chanbara (sword fights), and young girls would play house.
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Sports Day at a girls' school (Kobe, Hyogo Prefecture) about 1943

BEE 39 HRDFELILPBRALEEGL
Traditional toys
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