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Restoration from zero - Urashinchus after the war
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Deﬁeat and withdrawal
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- Cooking station in a relocation camp for
~ Japanese people. The women are washing yams
~ and seaweed (Saipan).
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With Japan's defeat, Japanese people who had been living in Taiwan, Manchuria,
the South Sea Islands or the Philippines ended up living in relocation camps within
about a year and a half or two years after the war ended.

The relocation camps had various facilities such as schools, hospitals, police,
and orphanages, etc., and there were various jobs including farm workers, fishermen,
carpenters, nurses, and interpreters, etc.

Withdrawal started in September 1945, and Japanese people were repatriated to
Okinawa or the Japanese mainland. Most evacuation ships to Okinawa entered port at
Kubasaki, Nakagusuku-son and some came in to Naha Port. After spending several days

in “In'numi camp” (present-day Takahara, Okinawa City), the people returned to Urasoe.
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A medical facility inside a camp. Many
Japanese babies are sleeping, crawling
and crying (Saipan).
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Repatriated people at Kubasaki
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2. PEFrYITHSDOEHR
Starting oﬁz with Nakama Camp
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A woman originally from Toyama repatriated from Saipan (the
woman on the left at the back). She made the Western clothes
worn by the girls at the front.
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The restoration of Urasoe, which had been a fierce battlefield, started in
around June 1946 with communal living in Nakama Camp in which U.S. army tents
were set up, near the present-day athletic field of Urasoe Junior High School. The
settlements were re-established from this base. Of the necessities of "clothing, food,
and housing," the housing changed from tent huts to "two-by-four" standard housing
and then to houses that could withstand typhoons. "Clothing" and "food" started with
free distribution by the U.S. army, changing to paid distribution in May 1946 and to
privatized and individual management in July 1950.

In contrast, as construction of U.S. military bases proceeded in the west of
Urasoe, buildings housing shops and foreign companies etc., handling military work and
serving U.S. military families on the bases became more numerous along the Highway
No. 1 military road (the present-day National Highway No. 58). Shopping streets and
urban districts grew up in one particular area and the population increased mainly
in Yafuso, Miyagi, Jicchaku, and Makiminato. By the end of December 1960, the

population was 24,010, which was about 2.6 times larger than before the war.

AATERE 61



H50EDDISY—VF 1L EDHER
—ER - ¥ -

3. FMEZLIIbZRHT—/\EBLFRD
Seeking new land - Developing Yaeyama
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Kuura settler's monument (2011)

BE 61 N\ELREEFHY (2011 F)
Vacant lot of the Yaeyama Development Youth
Team (2011)
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After Japan's defeat in the war, the withdrawal from foreign countries and the
Japanese mainland as well as returning war veterans meant that many people returned to
Okinawa, which had less land where people could live because land had been taken over
as U.S. military land.

Therefore, the Government of the Ryukyus encouraged migration to South
America and Yaeyama. Between 1952 and 1957, 729 households accounting for 4,138
people moved to live in Yaeyama.

Fifty-three households accounting for 154 people migrated to the abandoned
village ruins of Kuura on the Hirakubo peninsula which is located in the northern part of
Ishigaki Island. Some people from Urasoe also migrated there in 1956.

Without any proper settlement support, people cultivated the rugged land and
grew pineapples and sugar cane. However, for various reasons, one after another they
left the land. A peak of 51 households consisting of 336 people was recorded in 1963,
and as of December 2012 that number has fallen to 16 households consisting of 34
people.
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Emelozment on the Jaeanese mainland of graduates from junior and senior high schools
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Seeing off people who left to
work on the Japanese mainland
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rp A Japan travel certificate. Travel documents were required to
4 cross to Japanese mainland from Okinawa before reversion.
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Around the 1950s, the rate of students continuing their education to senior high
school was low at 40 to 50%, and every year at least 10,000 junior high school graduates
were sent out into society. However, Okinawa after the war had no workplaces to take
in such numbers of young people, so they were employed en masse on the Japanese
mainland which was moving toward high economic growth. Among the graduates of
Urasoe Junior High School and Nakanishi Junior High School were people who went
off en masse to work. This setup of providing employment on the mainland through
mass employment continued from 1959 to 1977.

Up until 1966, the main mass employment destinations for junior high school
graduates were not just the Kanto region but the whole of Japan, and job types spanned
the textile industry, industrial relations machinery and manufacturing for junior high
school graduates, in addition to which senior high school graduates could find work
in retail, transportation and communications, or the service industry. It seems that

many females were employed in spinning factories and many males were employed in

automobile-related factories.
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A spinning factory where people from
Urasoe worked
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Inspecting woven goods (Kondobo,
Tsushima plant)
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5. ZHUD<THEBEAS
The evolving Kenl'inkai
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Osaka's Konohana Okinawan People's =
Association which supports Okinawa's g
representative high school in the all Japan high
school baseball games

66 HERAMBES



V EONSOER—IS5Y—2F 108 AAAN

In areas where Uchinanchus settled, large and small organizations were created,
from Kenjinkai(Okinawan people's associations) which brought together all those
hailing from Okinawa, to township associations whose main purposes were to support
friendship exchanges and provide financial assistance. Kenjinkai aided supplies to
hometowns, participated in reversion movements, and provided supplies to encourage
the school that was representing Okinawa in the all-Japan high school baseball games
which are held twice a year at the Koshien Stadium in Hyogo Prefecture.

Five Kenjinkai managed to continue activities stably from the pre-war era to the
post-war era: Osaka, Hyogo, Aichi, Kawasaki City, Yokohama City and Tsurumi-ku.
Kenjinkai that was the cornerstone of the Uchinanchu spirit before the war changed with
the times in terms of members and the types of activities. There are even some members
from the Japanese mainland who have previously had a job transfer to Okinawa, have
taken the opportunity to learn about Okinawan culture, and have joined Kenjinkai after
they returned home. Regardless of their hometowns, these people are linked through a

love of the characteristics of Okinawa: its music, dances, Awamori, and blue sea.
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Okazaki Okinawan Festival in
Okazaki City, Aichi (April 25,
2010)
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Aichi Okinawa Festival in
Minato-ku, Nagoya City, Aichi
(October 2010)
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Inheriting recollections
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Repatriates from Taiwan, Manchuria, the South Sea Islands, and the Philippines
would ask after one another, which led to people from each region forming repatriate
associations such as the Okinawa-Taiwan Association, Okinawa-Manchuria Association,
South Sea Islands Returnees Association, and Okinawa-Davao Association.

Nowadays, the main activities of these associations are social gatherings for
repatriates and their families, memorial services, and local exchange, etc. They also
provide opportunities for repatriates to tell one another about their experiences and for

handing down those experiences to younger generations.
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Okinawa Davao Association (July
2011)
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Visit to a grave memorial in the South
Sea Islands (May 2009)
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High school students from the
Federated States of Micronesia
observing work by students at
Urasoe Technical High School
(June 2003)
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@@E=EDT/ Objects that tell of the past
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These days there are fewer people left who experienced life in the colonies and
mandated territories, and so it is coming to be objects that can tell about experiences in
those regions. What is needed is activities to learn about the ruins that remain at those

sites and to hand down that knowledge to the next generations.

70 ERmBES



B&ET2

YA/ EREf, RIS EMESLTHIA
ENTNS (2012 F)

Remains of Saipan Hospital. It is currently
used as a museum . (2012)
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Former Davao port (2011)
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Remaining Government-General of Taiwan which is still used as the Office
of the President of the Republic of
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