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Growth from a village to a city —The strength of the Urashinchus
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Construction of the U.S. military base and population growth
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Yafuso Street in the 1960s
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Let's now turn our attention once again to our city of Urasoe. We have looked at
those people who left Urasoe before the war and lived in other regions and then came
back again after the war. Now let's look at the lives of people who came from other
regions after the war to live in Urasoe.

When the war ended in 1945, the U.S. army started constructing military bases
in various areas. In the west of Urasoe, a large military base known as Makiminato
Service Area covers 15% of the area of the city.

While constructing military bases, the U.S. army also built the wide military
road called Highway No. 1 to link the bases in the Kadena area to Naha. This road is
now called National Highway No. 58.

Many workers were needed to construct the bases and road. Thus many people
who were looking for work came from the central and northern parts of Okinawa's main

island as well as from outlying islands to live in Urasoe, which is close to the large city

of Naha.
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Makiminato Service Area (1972)
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People who work at Makiminato Service Area
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Immigrants’ hometown association activities

o 5B RUENEALIE 1950 (BB 25) FEHS. BLEE
WAL CTEF > THRBEHMI DL DCEVELE, TDOHTIENILIE
BORZBOGWCHTE > TLXEL EEEEDD2ETLE, KERME
X3, B<BPE<ShdoERAMCIE. BEMSERESRE DI IEE
EBWREHBOTHY., BEOVEIVNEBNIDROCEET>TNELE,

IRTE. WRCESADAEL CLWSRBREE. R TE&DET TE 100 L
BHWET, FEhEDHRZE, AHBERDOHEHCEED > TEE L. B
TEVDEDC. BREZRDDOBETOHERBEEDITHE. LB E PO
LTWET, Se. BEMEE DR MBOIEHX I e TDEHNET DD
CEoTEZFLE, GPICIE. BEMEIICR S TITSOFEULNEL TLDAE
WETo

BREE BRCBIVEANEALEBEE DB SEBRGHBOOEDTT,

From about 1950 onwards, people who had migrated from rural areas
to cities began to get together with other people from the same region and
form hometown associations. The main purposes of these associations were to
exchange information and to create stable lives by helping each other. They also
served to link hometown regions with migration destinations and to provide
information about employment opportunities and places to live.

At present, at least 100 hometown associations with members can be
confirmed in Urasoe City. Most hometown associations are active not just in
Urasoe but throughout municipalities in Naha's outlying areas.

In addition to providing mutual support, current hometown associations
deepen friendships through athletic meetings and meetings to show respect for the
aged, and they are keeping alive various activities, particularly cultural activities.

They also came to help with exchanges with home regions and with traditional
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regional events, so present-day hometown associations are key organizations for

people living in their regions of origin..
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| Office of the Henza hometown association
in Urasoe in about 1965
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Celebration for the 20th anniversary of
foundation (December 1978)
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Sports Day at the Henza hometown
association
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Machinato Commercial Area
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In the 1950s, the influence of the U.S. military bases in the towns situated along
Highway No. 1 from Makiminato to Jitchaku, and particularly in Yafuso which bordered
a base, gave rise to various shops which lined the road. Furthermore, foreign companies
moved in and expanded, and the zone from Makiminato to Gusukuma was referred to at
the time as the Machinato Commercial Area.

Later, Urasoe's favorable location near the large city of Naha spurred various
companies, particularly manufacturing companies, to concentrate there, and Urasoe was
rapidly transformed from a farming village before the war to a city after the war.

More and more people sought places to live in Urasoe, and from the 1960s
onward new residential developments and large housing complexes were built one after

another as Urasoe developed into a commuter town for Naha.
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Highway No. 1 in Makiminato
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American Bottling Company which
was in Gusukuma (currently Bireley's
Okinawa K.K.)
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Growing residential areas and neighborhood community associations
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Midorigaoka housing complex festival (1960s)
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Half of the neighborhood community associations for regions and housing
complexes within Urasoe City were founded after the war. A particularly high proportion
are new neighborhood community associations formed from the 1970s onwards when
Urasoe rapidly grew from a commuter town for Naha City to become a city itself.

In the Midorigaoka housing complex that was completed in Iso in 1967, the
Mutsumi Association was formed in 1969 and held lively activities aimed at creating a
livable town, such as picnics, New Year parties, and installation of street lighting, and
signboards. Spurred by these activities, the Mutsumi Association officially became the
Midorigaoka Neighborhood Community Association in 1972.

There are also neighborhood community associations that were organized
when houses allotted for foreigners were purchased by ordinary citizens, as seen in
the examples of the Makiminato Heights and the Minatogawa-Sakibaru Neighborhood
Community Association. Until it officially became a neighborhood community
association in 1987, the Minatogawa-Sakibaru Neighborhood Community Association
was known as the Machinato Point Neighborhood Community Association. It has a
unique history in that around that time, activities were conducted together with foreign
residents and meetings were held in both Japanese and English.

Currently, there are 40 neighborhood community organizations in Urasoe City
conducting various activities and events and fulfilling the important role of a liaison
bringing residents together. Even now new residential districts continue to be built. The

future might see new neighborhood community associations being formed.
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Chayama complex, 1970s
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Our city of Urasoe
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City promotion celebration parade (August 1970)
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On July 1, 1970, Urasoe Village was reborn as Urasoe City. The population
continued to increase, reaching 110,000 in November 2008. More than 80% of the
population is made up of people who migrated from other municipalities, people who
returned from the South Sea Islands, the Philippines, China or Taiwan, etc., people who
have returned to their native Urasoe after working on the Japanese mainland, and their
children and grandchildren.

Urasoe was in early time an important location for government, trade, and
culture. Now, several hundred years later and having overcome its history of suffering,
roads and facilities have been built, companies and residences have grown in number,
and a great many people have flocked here.

Today's lively city of Urasoe has been created over time through the joint efforts
of people whose ancestral home is here, people who once migrated to foreign countries
or to the Japanese mainland, people who have migrated here from other municipalities,
and people from various hometowns and with various experiences.

We can say that we find out about other people's journeys which were not always
easy, learn from the wealth of experiences, carry on the spirit of hoping for a better
future, and think about what we can do in order to make our city of Urasoe an even

richer place.
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Looking from Urasoe City Hall towards Makiminato (2012)
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