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Conclusion

Urasoe was ancient land reigned over by the Ryukyu kingdom and was
previously the capital before Shuri. Known as Urasoe-magiri and then as Urasoe-son
(village), Urasoe City has developed as the fourth most populous city in the prefecture.
Before the war, Urashinchus who had lived in Urasoe for generations accounted for
most of the population, but now 80% of the total population is migrants from outside
the city. The "Visual History of Urasoe Emigration"series has summarized the history
of Urashinchu migration, which has changed as the times changed from the early Meiji
Era to the present day. "Visual History 1: International Emigration" focused on Hawaii,
North America, and South America, and "Visual History 2: Asia-Pacific and Japan"
focuses on the Asia-Pacific region and the situation within Japan.

People migrated from Urasoe to other countries and other regions of Japan, and
conversely from other countries and other regions of Japan to Urasoe, for many different
reasons. Sometimes they succeeded in their lives and sometimes did not succeeded. The
history and experiences of Urashinchu migrants have some things in common with those
in other municipalities, but some aspects are peculiar to the Urashinchus.

This "Visual History 2" is divided into sections: 'l Migration', 'II Livelihoods',
'TIT War', 'TV Restoration from zero' and 'V Growth from a village to a city'. It covers the
period from 1868 (Meiji 1) to the present day. Each volume has recorded historically
important events relating to the Urashinchus.

As explained in the 'Migration' section, the main migration destinations until
the early Showa era were for Hawaii, North America, and South America, but after the
First World War there was a shift to Taiwan, Manchuria, the Philippines and the South
Sea Islands, etc., in the Asia-Pacific region. It seems many emigrants were from the
villages of Gusukuma, Iso, Nishihara, Miyagi, and Nakama. From the 1920s, increasing
numbers of people left to find work on the Japanese mainland in regions such as Osaka,
Kanagawa, and Shizuoka, etc.

The section on 'Livelihoods' describes the occupations and daily lives of those
who found work. The most common job among those who migrated to the Philippines
was in cultivation of abaca, which is the raw material of Manila hemp, and in the South
Sea Islands most migrants were employed in sugar cane cultivation. Taiwan, where the

Japanese lifestyle had taken hold, was an amenable region for Japanese people. Partly
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for that reason the main jobs among migrants were as civil servants, police officers,

and teachers, etc. In Manchuria also, most migrants worked in agriculture run by the
Seiun Development Corps, but there were also staff members of The South Manchuria
Railway Co., Ltd., railroad workers and civil servants.

The "War' section covers experiences of war at migration destinations.
Although people migrated in hope, they were caught up in war. There were even some
Urashinchus who were drafted. When the U.S. military carried out air raids on Davao
in the Philippines in October 1944, people were forced to move to Tamogan deep in
the mountains near Davao. Urashinchus were among them. After the attack on Pearl
Harbor in 1941, the situation in the South Sea Islands became dire. The incident during
which people who were cornered on Marpi Point on the island of Saipan leapt to their
deaths shouting "Banzai" has been passed down as the tragedy of Banzai Cliff. Later,
a B29 bomber carrying an atomic bomb took off from Hagoi airport on Tinian Island,
which was occupied by the U.S. military, and flew over Hiroshima and Nagasaki. As
the war continued, people who had gone to the mainland to find work were moved from
spinning factories to war-related munitions factories.

"Restoration from zero" paints a picture of the withdrawal from migration
destinations and the toughness of the Urashinchus who got to their feet to help the
reconstruction. The fact that 4,121 of the pre-war Urashinchu population of 9,217 died
in the Battle of Okinawa tells of the fierceness of the fighting in Urasoe. From around
1946, people who had evacuated overseas or to the mainland or to areas all over the
main island of Okinawa began to be repatriated to their hometowns. Urashinchus were
gathered together in Nakama Camp. This was the birthplace of Urasoe's post-war
reconstruction. Alternately, some people migrated to Kuura on the island of Yaeyama
in search of new farmland. When life settled down, associations for repatriates from
overseas were organized and began activities for handing down a record of experiences
at the various migration destinations. In contrast, post-war reconstruction on the
Japanese mainland steadily succeeded. Economic growth was such that there were
not enough workers, and so from the 1960s groups of junior and senior high school
graduates from Okinawa were employed en masse on the mainland. With the increasing
number of Okinawan people finding work on the mainland, activities by Okinawan

people's associations became increasingly common, particularly in Osaka and Kawasaki.
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The section 'Growth from a village to a city' describes how, thanks to Urasoe's

favorable location close to the prefectural capital of Naha, increasing numbers of people
moved there from all around Okinawa as well as from outlying islands to seek work
related to the U.S. military bases. Accordingly, hometown association activities became
livelier. When the associations were formed, their main role was to facilitate mutual
assistance among people from the same hometown, but now their main activities are for
deepening friendship. On the other hand, as Urasoe turned to be a commuter town for
Naha City, new neighborhood community associations have strided up one after another
and theirs activities have become popular. In 1970, Urasoe was upgraded from a village
to a city. Cultural facilities such as a library and an art museum etc., were established,
and Urasoe City continues to grow even now towards becoming a 'richly cosmopolitan
cultural city filled with sunshine and greenery.'

A brief look at "Visual History 2" shows that the history of migration can be
roughly divided into Urashinchus who migrated overseas and to the Japanese mainland
before the war in search of jobs and farmland and were repatriated, and Urashinchus
who moved after the war to Urasoe which developed as an adjacent city to Naha.
Even hough the Urashinchus were at the mercy of the Asia-Pacific War before World
War 1I and at the mercy of development of the U.S. military bases and changes in
the international situation after World War II, it is possible to see the strength of the
Urashinchus who have at times worked extremely hard and made use of opportunities
around them to make a living. The experiences of the Urashinchus in Taiwan,
Manchuria, the Philippines, the South Sea Islands and Japan have contributed to the
subsequent development of Urasoe.

This booklet has been compiled in such a way that you can begin reading from
any point. You can sense the lives of the Urashinchus as you view each frame depicting
part of their history, including migration within and outside Japan, war, repatriation,
post-war reconstruction, migration from regional areas and outlying islands, the
formation of hometown associations, and the birth of neighborhood community

associations. We hope that by sharing their unique experiences, we must lend support to

the future development of Urasoe City.
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